OLper Kansans InrFormaTtion Forum

Community Access Networ k <www.cankansas.or g>
By Andy Coultis, CAN Project Manager, and
Jeff Hixon, Treasurer

A specid challengethat facesthose who serve Older Kansansisthat many servicesand programsthat
can beof help are hard to find and identify, whether because they do not focuson thispopulation,
becausethey are geographically remote, or because many guidesto such servicesarelimited to non-
profit agenciesonly. Any organi zation wanting to improve servicesto older Kansans should be aware of
the Community AccessNetwork.

What is CAN?

The Community Access Network, Inc. (CAN) isanot-for-profit, collaborativeinitiative comprised of
representativesfrom various Community Partnersand K ansas government organizations. The purpose
of CAN isto connect peopleto Kansasresources by gathering dataand information about programs
and servicesand providing information about rel ated socia topics. CAN isadynamic, statewideweb
based directory to public and private human servicesin every Kansas County.

CAN Provides Information...

...About Topicsof Interest - CAN offersbasi ¢ information about various human servicetopics. Some
of thesetopicsinclude domestic violence, substance abuse, children services, and health related issues.
Consumers can accessdetailed information about servicesrelated to issuesand providethemwith
direct accessto providersof services.

...Through an Index of Services- A useful byproduct of CAN isan extensiveindex to freeand
reduced-cost programsand servicesavailablein Kansas. Thisweb-based, searchableresourceis
availableto everyone. Consumerscan find information about hedth, nutrition, child care, substance
abuse services, persona safety, recreation, community advocacy groupsand service organizations,
religiousorganizations, financia and legal services, grant resources, and other servicesonthe CAN web
gte.

...Through Community Partners- Our Community Partners are the backbone of the CAN resources.
They identify and maintaininformation about servicesfor aspecific geographic and categoricd area. You
or your organization can become aCommunity Partner for your area. Contact CAN administration for
moreinformation.

CAN Provides Analysis



Resource Mapping - Dataabout free and reduced-cost servicesisstored inthe CAN database. This
information can be displayed on mapsto show how resources are distributed acrossthe state.
Outcomes Mapping - By matching resource datain CAN with datafrom other sources such asthe
Communitiesthat Care Survey and Connect Kansas, policy makersand plannerscan obtainand
analyze useful dataabout free and reduced-cost services. Thisinformation can bedisplayed on mapsto
show how counties compare acrossthe state.

CANisLive

Theonline system has been devel oped and tested. Thousandsof entriesabout servicesavailable
through state agencies, county and city government aswell ascommunity not-for- profit organizations
and advocacy groupsthroughout Kansasare availableinthe CAN database. Theserecords have been
verified with more entriesadded each day. Oncerecordsare entered, dataand information iskept
current and accurate through automated e-mail remindersto registered organizationsand with the help
of Community Partnersand supporting organizations.

CAN Needs your Help

To becomean effectiveresourcefor your community, CAN needsyour help. You caninclude
information about programs and services provided by your organization onthe CAN web site. Adding
your program information and sharing thisexciting new resource with thosewho are providing vauable
servicesinyour areawill benefit your friendsand neighbors.

List a Resource

With the support of knowledgeableand interested persons, the Community Access Network will bethe
most comprehensiveindex of community resourcesin Kansas. If you know of or offer aprogram or
servicefor freeor at areduced cost, you canlist it inthe Network online by visiting the CAN web
resource.

Get Involved

By living inthe community, Community Partnersknow about their community. The Community Access
Network islooking for individuas, groups, and organizationsinterested in adding and maintaining
resource datafor their community. Send an e-mail or phonethe Community AccessNetwork to receive
moreinformation about how you or your organization can becomeaCAN Community Partner.

The Community Access Network isastatewide effort made possible by peoplelikeyou! Organizations
that are Community Partnersand those who have supported our effortsin variouswaysinclude:

o Dorothy Bramlage Public Library - Junction City
o EmporiaPublicLibrary

0 KansasAssociation of Counties

0 KansasAssociation of Local Health Departments
oKansasChildren’s Service League



o Kansas Children’s Trust Fund
oKansasCoditionAgainst Sexua and Domestic Violence
0 KansasDepartment of Administration

0 Kansas Department of Corrections

0 Kansas Department of Education

0 Kansas Department of Socia and Rehabilitation Services
oKansasHedth Ingtitute

o KansasNon-Profit Association

oKansasState Library

0 Kansas State Research and Extension
oLawrencePublicLibrary

o Leagueof KansasMunicipalities

o North Central KansasLibraries System, Manhattan

o Officeof theAttorney Generd

o Officeof Judicid Adminigration

o University of Kansas

0 Southeast Kansas Education Service Center (Greenbush)
oWilliamAllenWhiteL.ibrary, Emporia

For moreinformation, please contact:

Community AccessNetwork
PO Box 1407

Topeka, KS 66601-1407
Phone: 785-233-9428

Fax: 785-233-1093

Emall: info@cankansas.org
Web: www.cankansas.org
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