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What did you gain professionally from this event OR how could information you gained at this event be used by other librarians?

The ACRL 13th National Conference was an outstanding experience.  As a first-time attendee I was able to explore a vast array of topics related to academic libraries.  Presentations at the conference offered valuable content that I am able to use in my current position.  For example Luz P. Mangurian’s presentation “Learning, Emotion and their Application for Teaching” explained how learning occurs in the brain from a neuroscience perspective.  After attending this presentation I now understand the value of comparing new information I present to preexisting knowledge students have.  The second step in this learning process is to then create opportunities for students to contrast this new information with their background knowledge.  As a librarian with instruction responsibilities this helps me create more effective sessions for students.

Thought provoking speakers such as Michael Eric Dyson created an environment for intellectual exploration.  Additionally, I benefited from insightful questions asked by audience members in several sessions.  As a librarian new to the field visiting the exhibits was also an educational experience.  I learned about new features recently added to services and resources Kansas State University Libraries currently offers.  I also learned about other resources not available at Kansas State University Libraries.

Overall, the grant provided by CULS assisted in making this valuable opportunity available to me.  I hope to return to the next ACRL National conference in 2009.

